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1982 
The Supreme Court ruling Plyler vs. Doe in 1982 guaranteed the right of all students, regardless of immigration status, 
a high school education.  
 

2003 
Sen. Eric Reeves (D-Wake) introduced SB 987: Increase Access to Education, which would have allowed an individual 
who has attended school in North Carolina for at least four years and received a high school diploma from a school 
within North Carolina or has obtained a general education diploma (GED) issued in North Carolina to be accorded 
resident tuition status. The bill died in committee. 
 

2004 
The NC Community College System (NCCCS) issued a memo stating that local community colleges have the 
discretion to implement admissions policies that permit the enrollment of undocumented nonimmigrant applicants in 
curriculum, continuing education and basic skills programs.  Undocumented nonimmigrant applicants do not qualify for 
in-state residency for tuition and shall be charged at the out-of-state tuition rate for curriculum programs.   
 
The University of North Carolina System adopted guidelines that established that undocumented aliens may be 
considered for admission if they graduated from high school in the US. Admission for specific programs of study that 
requires professional licenses may influence admissions, because federal law prohibits states from granting these 
licenses to undocumented aliens. Undocumented aliens may not be considered a NC resident for tuition purposes 
and thus must pay out-of-state tuition.  
 

2005 
Rep. Rick Glazier (D-Cumberland) introduced HB 1183: Access to Higher Education & A Better Economic Future, 
which would have allowed immigrant students who are accepted to any North Carolina public university or 
community college, and who have graduated from a North Carolina high school and have lived in the state for at least 
4 years, to be permitted to pay in-state tuition. The bill died in committee.  
 

2007 
On November 7, the NCCCS released a memo stating that to comply with the State Board’s regulation requiring an 
open-door admission policy to “all applicants” and notwithstanding any policy of the local board, colleges should 
immediately begin admitting undocumented individuals. Undocumented individuals must be assessed tuition as “out-of-
state” residents, subject to any tuition waivers granted by the General Assembly, such as Learn and Earn. On 
December 6, the NCCCS selected Scott Ralls, President of Craven Community College, to succeed Martin Lancaster 
as the new system president. Craven CC was one of the colleges that did permit undocumented students to enroll.  
 
The UNC Tomorrow Commission recommended that the UNC system study the costs and benefits of offering in-
state tuition to undocumented students at its 16 university campuses.  
 

2008 

On May 13 the NCCCS changed its admissions policy to reflect the General Counsel's advice to no longer admit 
undocumented students at any of the 58 schools. In July the Department of Homeland Security and NC Attorney 
General clarified that the NCCCS can decide admission criteria and that admitting undocumented students is not in 
violation of federal law. At their August 14-15 board meeting, the NCCCS board voted to keep the ban on admission 
until they could adequately study the issue. 
 

2009 
The NCCCS hired John B. Lee, president of a consulting firm specializing in postsecondary education policy research 
in MD, to conduct their Admissions study. Based on the study’s recommendation, the NCCCS drafted a policy to 
admit undocumented students to community colleges and held a public hearing regarding the issue. 

 

2010 
The NCCCS passed a policy to admit undocumented students to the state’s 58 NC community colleges, with the 
following restrictions: (1) undocumented students must pay out of state tuition, $7, 700 per year and, and (2) an 
undocumented student can be removed from a class that is full, if a legal resident or citizen wants to take the class.  
The rule will become law when the NC General Assembly adjourns unless a bill is passed that disapproves the rule. 
   

 



2012 
On June 12th, President Barack Obama announced temporary protection for youth under “deferred action.” The 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, or DACA, allows youth who fulfill certain requirements to apply for a “work 
permit” during this two-year renewable period.  
 

2013 
Representatives Paul Luebke (D-Durham), Rick Glazier (D-Cumberland), Tricia Cotham (D-Mecklenburg), and 
Charles Graham (D-Robeson) introduced HB 904: The In-State Tuition/Some N.C. Immigrant Youth Act, which 
would allow all young people who have graduated from North Carolina high schools and lived in the state for at least 
two years to pay the in-state tuition rates at our public colleges and universities. The bill passed its first reading and 
was referred to the Committee on Education. 
 
In September, The North Carolina Community College systems announced those students with DACA are eligible for 
business sponsor exemptions, which would allow them to attend colleges within the North Carolina Community 
College System at the in-state tuition rate. 
 

2014 
On January 24th, the NCCCS clarified circumstances for undocumented students and issues regarding in-state tuition 
for both undocumented students and DACA students. Additionally this memo maintained the inability for 
undocumented students to obtain a professional license from the state of North Carolina. 

 


